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CONGREGATIONALISM VERY ABLY

(Continued from first page.)

4 rines of Christianity—practising
svo ta God and man. A writer on
o+ polity defined the church as the

msnward sideof the kingdom and the
neiom a8 the Godward side of the

~1,urch. Then our church Is both dem-

,+ratic and theoeratie in 1ta polity, As

., our deslings among ourselves it is

den neratic; as to God’s dealings with
it 1a theoecratic. On its manward

.ile our church is governed ‘‘by the

le. of the people, and for the peo*

It affirms the adage Vox eccle-
_ial. vox Christi on the one hand, and
yorte the Protsetant axiom of the

f priva‘e judgment on the oth*

We are indeperdant under Christ

anil we govern ourselves 8s Wwe are
by the Holy BSpirit. By
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REV. A. C. GARNER.

wlding to autonomy we EKnow we
p - ther advantages, but we rée
nally st ek to our reasonable pref:
erence,  We have only two permanent
o'l es, viz: pastors and deacons. All
other work is done by committees

anil these are made as our needs de-
mands, Dy haviog the simplest gov
roment and the least number of of*
fioer2 consistent with New Testament
Listory, we reduce authority to a min®

mum

In fuetin our polity there is no au-
thority but that of love. We hate
ahilrary rule. We respect law, but it
mu=t be law with liberty. We have no
legislative tribunal, no hide bound

roeds; and no corporation of priesis
evercise  power over us, We like
(‘irists statement to his diciples “Ye
kucw that the rulers of the Gentiles
lord itover them, and their great ones
exercise anthority over them; not %0
#hall it be among you, Belf-govern-
ment throws the responsibility for the
“uccess or failure of the church on the
individual members, Hence there is of-
portunity for individual development.
Fhe temper of the age is growing more
ndividualistic and it is to the Congre-
zational bking. Our polity allows every
man to qualify for eervice under the
hendship of Jesus Christ.

I'he worderful simplicity and flexi-
bilily of our polity enables us ‘‘to prove
4l things and hold fast that which 18
With the right to have any
klud of worship we have usually ehosen
the non-liturgical. With the privilege

felaborating at will, we have general-
Iy tollowed the order of the early
churches viz: (1) regular attendance on
the teaching of the apostles; (2) regular
vrayer meetings, (3) regular observance

! the Lords supper; (4) generous con
tributions for the needs of the church
aud its poor.  Our polity permits Indi-
vidusl churehes to experiment without
reating a row in the whole denomina-
tion. The kind of presching that turned

good,”

Dr. Thomas out of the Methodist
Church and ran Prof. 8wing out of the
Presbyterian Church, Henry Ward
Beeeher died in onr church without even
losing fellowship. We give every man
a chanee and it his work be of God it
will stand and if it is not of God it will

eome to nought any how, and no other
illmstrate | &

church js disturbed. To
further —in one of omr churches Dr,
Clark organized the first Y. P. 8.C. E.
it proved to be a good thing and isnow
an international organization. Another
of our pastors sought to organize a
church in which the only test for
memberzhip was that the applicant
promised to endeavor to lead a good
life, the plan failed. The Christian en-

deavor in the charch succeeded; the
Christian endeavor church failed, and
the denomination has been helped by
the former and undisturbed by the lat

ter. Congregationalism is venturesome.
It teats the “‘spirit whether they be of
God.”

The simplicity of our polity makes it
the best suited to newly populated see-
tions of our country. Et is a good pilo-
neer. When people of different de-
nominations find it necsssary to com-
bine for econcmical reasons—to drop
non-essentlals and come together on a
common plattorm, the result is a Cong-
regational Chnrch, Henece our polity
exhibits its mediating advantages We
invite the federation of christendom
on our simple New Testament ground
The fact of our mediating power pre-
supposes & leaveniog influence and we
bave to some extent liberalized the
government of ocher churches, Our
polity is also spiritual for it requires
spiritual power to hold together people
and churches so absolutely free—to
mould clay is not difficult as to bind to-
gether sand, Our polity is the result of
the union of free intelligence and re-
ligious passion.

Now since independence is a princi-
ple upon which we stand, it follows
that we are indeed jeslous of liberty.
When Phillips Brooks said: ‘‘Liberty is
the passion of the age” he compliment-
ed a cherished principle of our polity.
We set aside many good things in order
to be free. We believe in freedom of
approach to the throne of God, free
speech, fres thought, free theology,
free churches, free schools, free men.
free country. We are called into liber-
ty. Unsalterably opposed fothe tyranny
of tradition, we are the advance guard
of the churches. Never too proud to
learn fresh means of nsefulness, we are
amond the leaders in practical chris
tian work. Forever free from stereo-
typed services or inelastic forms, we
adapt ourselves to all conditions of
men, that we may eave some. We em-
phasized most strenuonsly the right of
independence but we also sympatheti
cally urge the duty ot fellowsbip. Fel-
jowship, with us, is not the tie of law,
but the tie of love. It is the oneness of
our relation to Jesus Christ. Oaur
churches have a community of interest
and must be co workers together. We
cannot ba bound to Christ and not to
one another. Fellowship is the realiza
tion of John 17-2021. Fellowehip
means commonalty, communion and
in Roman 15:18 contribution (koivovia.)
The strong must help the weak. hence
our wonderfal missionary system lead*
ing all denominations.

Now I must notlead you to infer thet
we never havelany troablein our church-*
es or that we need any help. When we
have contention or the need of help,
we have conncils composed of pastor
and delegates from neighboring Cong’
regational churches. If & church is to
be formed, a pastor ordained and set’
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an ecclesiastical council. When there
is a difference of opinion on some im-
portsnt matter in the church, or be*
tween the pastor and members and they
agree to submit theirdifference to their
neighboring churches—this is a mutual
council, When achurch gets 8o loose
in doctrine that its neighbor is dis*
turbed and feels that it has violated
the unwritten law of fellowship, after
remonstrance, the aggrieved chureh
may call an advisory council. When
members or a-minority of members are
offended and cannot get a mutaal coun®
cll, they can have an exparte council.
Any dicision of any council is only ad*
visory, but in tact it is usually as bind*
ing as law. Ia selecting our ministers
we encourage s high standard of intel
lectnal tramming, aod remind the
churches of Paul’s caution; “Lay
hands suddenly on no man.”’

Finally, what js the mission and
what is the fruit of the Congregational
polity? The mission of Congregational*
ism is to teach and cultivate and per-
petnata the apostolic simplicity, puri
ty and divine democracy of the Chris'
tian church both in principles *‘‘to ele-
vate soelety, to regulate education, to
civilize humanity, to purify law, tore

form both church and state; to assert
and defend liberty, to mould and re

deem everything that belongs to man
in his individual and social relations.”
[t seems to us that our right to exist is
tound in these reasors for existing. We
ask only to be known by our fruits.
Our polity is a living fact hallowed by
the beloved of its martyrs. It trusis
the people. It is a great missionary
force. It encourages education and has
49 colleges In the United States, stand-
ing as monuments of Congregational
devotion to the god of wisdom. Im eve
ry great reform movemsent we have
given men of brains and muscle and
money.

In war and in peace there have been
Qongregationalists on the order of
Cromwell and John Owen. True to the
love of liberty our churches preached
freedom for the slave when it was un-
popular to do 8o, and when great Web-’
ster grew weak on the subject Leonard
Bacon waxed strong. In works of char
ity, in deeds of mcbility, in contribu-
tions to the literature and inventions of
the world our polity deserves honora’
ble mention. Of those who bave risen
to greatness in preaching, without col’
lege training our polity names Bunyan,
Spurgeon, and Moody. Of the twenty*
nine names of great men already chos’
en for the Hall of fame in New York
University Height, we notice three di
vines —Jonathan Edwerds, William E.
Channing and Henry Ward Beecher,
and strauge to say each of these i3 as’
sociated with the Congregationsl poli-

tled, or dismissed, the work 18 done by‘

ty. In perusing the literature of the

world, when we come across the names
of John Milton the poet, Bunyan the
dreamer, Daniel Defoe, J. @. Holland,
Harriet Beecher Btowe, Isaac Watts we
may say these are among the choice
fruit produced by some who were ele*
vated to the Congregatioml_nolttg.
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WANTED HELP.

WANTHD —Trustworthy colored
man to travel and appoint sgents inm
the Distriet of Columbia. $50 monthly
and expenses, pesition permanent, en-
close self addressed envelooe for ly.
Manager Cross, Star Building, '?hl-
cago.

Encilose 20 stamp for repl, and we will send
gaﬁrt.lcuhn telling how on can make m

to $150 per month, and aiso be presentéd
with a fine Gold Watch. Address,

SCOTT REMEDY CO.
Box 570, Louisvilie, Kv,
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_ ROOMS FOR RENT,
Furnished room sultable for man and wite
or single gentleman, 1134 22d st. n, w.

Wanted Rooms.

Persons desiring to gecure first class rooms
in any part of the cit will do well Lo put am
announcement in these columns.

It voun have a spareroom that ou weonM
like to rent to desirable partles, adveriise
them in The Uolored Ameriean,

Help Wanted.

Doou want work? Do ou wanta job? It
#0, advertise the tact in these columns.

Wanted an active, intelligent oung man
to colleot for & rellable business firm.
Good place for the right man.

= |

Wanted a Partner.

Wanted a partner fora business alread eos-
tablished and pa ing well, Must have some
cash and be able fo take a position on salagp
Address C, care this office. (Uomfidentia

BPECIAL.

There are letters ac this office for Mr, Ear-
ry Radeiiff, Hon, Wiliam Harrls and Mrs.
Flora Batson.

An energetic colored womsan who um-
derstands canvassing can sesmre pes-
msaent employment with geod pav bs
addreasing “Benevolence’’ eare 459
sb. n. w.

ora E. Dorsey and Christine Dorsey *
Typewriting, Copying and Bteno-
graphic work satisfactorily
at reasonable rates by the Dor-
sey, Room 8, Le Droit Bulding,
Oorner 8th and F street northwest.

s Agemis Wanted,

Active agents are wanted in ever of and
town in the Uniled States for The O lored
Americsn, the grealest and newJiest colored
newspaper published, Write for terms, Ad-
drees The Colored American, 458 C stireet, n,
w.. Washington, v. C.

Colored man who reads and writes to pre-
for traveling §50 monthl and sxpenses.
end self-addressed envelope. President Mapoc.

Brad , 86 Dearborn, Chicago.
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